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1.2

Foreword

The Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone FedriNeighbourhood Development Plan
has been produced in response to the Localism Act 2011, which aimed to shift
power from Central Government to local people.

The Neighbourhood Plan, along with the National Planning Policy Framework
and the Cheshire Weshd Chester Local Plan (Part 1 of which has been
adopted; Part 2 is presently being prepared) forms the basis of planning policy
for the area to 2030.

Change is inevitable, but part of the task of both Residents and the Parish
Councils is to ensure that asych changes are for the better. Equally, whilst
there is a desire to protect rural settings, it must be recognised that there will
be a need for development of an appropriate nature in the near and long term
future.

This Neighbourhood Plan is not justn@d at the community, but is also part

of the statutory planning process, containing Policies that the community
wishes to see implemented with respect to lanse.

Acknowledgements

It is appropriate to give thanks to the Community Developmentrféation,
which has given grant support for this project, to Cheshire West and Chester
Council, and to Cheshire Community Action, which has provided advice
throughout to the Working Group. The Working Group is also indebted to all
community members whodve contributed to this project.
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2.1

2.2

BACKGROUND

Neighbourhood Plans

A Neighbourhood Plan is a statutory document setting out the vision for an
area and planning policies for lange and development of the area. These
policiesare locd policies that are consistent with and support the Cheshire
2Sald YR [/ KSaliSNI [20Ff otfly tFNI ™m0
City Local PlanCheshire West and Chest€puncil ipreparingthe Local Plan

Part 2.

The famal requirements for the Neighbourhood Plan are set out in the
Localism Act and include a Referendum in the designated Plan Area where at
least 50% of respondents must agree to accept the plan before it becomes
Yal RSQo®

This Plan is now part othe statutory development plarand itspoliciescarry

equal weight to those in the Local Plan astthll beused in making decisions

on planning applications. The Neighbourhood Plan focuses onus@&dnd
development, but in doing so also considers directly related and relevant
issues including transport, community activities/assets and the local
environment.

A Neighbourhood Plan for Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall

The Beeston, Tarton and Tilstone Feaatl Neighbourhood Plan includes
policies that seek to steer and guide lande planning decisions in the area.
There isa statutory requirement that Chester West and Chesteugcil have
regard to them in considering development proposals and developing future
plans and policies.

Where neighbouring parishes feel that they have geographical and communal
similarities they can apply for approval of a single Neighbourhood Riaa.

Both Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Parish Councils feel that there
are strong common links between the Parishes and accordingly successfully
applied to have a Neighbourhood Plan Area designated that covers both
parishes.

The area is mdominantly agricultural in nature, interspersed with low density
housing in small rural clusters and a few small businesses. The whole length
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of the border between the parishes is an important corridor that carries the
Chester to Crewe railway line, th®&hropshire Union Canal and the River
Gowy. This valley corridor gives both parishes strong common interests in
terms of tourism, housing and commercial activities whereby developments
on either side of the corridor could have a very significant effectthom
adjacent parish. The Neighbourhood Plan is felt to be essential to ensure that
future development is in keeping with the character of the whole area and is
sustainable; particularly in terms of the wéling of residents and protection

of the qualityof both current and future built and natural environments.

The Parish Councils already represent their parishes on a variety of issues.
However, the development of a Neighbourhood Plan has enabled the Parish
Councils to canvass the community more com@metively on a whole range

of issues, thereby obtaining views and understanding that might not
otherwise be forthcoming.

There had already been some proactive steps taken in Tiverton and Tilstone
Fearnall Parish, particularly the production of a Parish Pi&006 (a copy of

the Parish Plan can be viewed on the Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall Parish
Council website at: )/ Whilst

that Plan (which W continue in use) contained many more action plans and
broader issues than a Neighbourhood Plan, it did assist the Parish Council in
identifying the key planning and development issues that arad@ressed in

this Plan.

It is anticipated that the Neidgiourhood Plan will also be used as a tool to
identify and support the kinds of projects or businesses, within the Parishes,
that might seek to benefit from programmes and funding available for rural
regeneration projects.

The broad indications are that relents care deeply about the villages in
which they live, and wish to play a role in supporting their community and
protecting their local environment. There is scope to build on those activities
that already take place. It is intended that the Neighldmod Plan Policies

will help to create a framework to inform and further involve residents in
activities and issues in which they have expressed an interest. For example,
the expression of support by many residents for taking part in environmental
projects will, hopefully, engage a wider group of residents than those who
have already participated.
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2.3

3.1

The Neighbourhood Plan could also be used to inform funding organisations
by providing relevant information to support applications for grant funding,
for proposed community development activities or projects.

Planning Regulations

A key requirement of a Neighbourhood Plan is that it must be consistent with
national and local planning policies. At national level, the Department of
Communities and Local @ernment sets policy and, in 2012, a National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was issued that defined broad and specific
guidelines for all planning policy in England and how that should be applied.
Care has been taken to ensure that this Neighbourhoaa K consistent with
National Planning Policy.

BEESTON, TIVERTON AND TILSTONE FEARNALL

A Brief History

Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Parishes encompass three villages that
lie 10 miles east of the county town of Chestéfor administrative purposes

the Parishes are within the Tattenhall Ward of Cheshire West and Chester
Council

The Parish boundaries extend to either side of the River Gowy, which runs
alongside the Shropshire Union Canal. To the north of Tiverton liesrlarp

and to the East of Beeston is the village of Bunbury. To the West, 4 miles
away, lies the village of Tattenhall. The villages are dissected by busy major
routes ¢ the A49, which leads to Shropshire in the South and the M56 in the
North, and the A51which leads to Crewe and the M6 in the South East and to
Chester in the North West.

The villages sit on the Cheshire Plain, with many areas enjoying views of
.8Sadz2y /FadtsSy FyYyR GKS t SOl F2NIl2y |
distance walkig route, also runs through the Parishes and the area provides
gentle undulating walks in one of the most attractive areas of the Cheshire
landscape.

There are parts of all three villages that were designated in the Chester City
Local Plan as Conservatioreas (ENV341), several listed buildings, and two
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sites of National Importance, Beeston Iron Lock on the Shropshire Union Canal
and, Beeston Castle (ENV31) which are both Scheduled Ancient Monuments.
There are a number of historical reference points foe willages, from their
inclusion in the Domesday Book, participation in the Civil War, and in later
times, the stationing of American troops, during the First and Second World
Wars. There have also been a number of prominent families, some of who left
their mark with the construction of various large country houses. John
Tollemache, responsible for Peckforton Castle nearby, was perhaps the best
known local benefactor, who, during the 19th Century, contributed amongst
other things, to the construction dhe Parish church, The Methodist Chapel, a
School and Tiverton Village Hall.

The Shropshire Union Canal (formerly The Chester Canal) also runs through
the parishes. Construction of the Canal was begun in the late 18th Century as
a link to the Midlands, kit also provided an important stopping off point for

the area, serving local farms and villages with supplies. By the mid nineteenth
century the canal began to lose out to the Railways this case the Chester

to Crewe main line.

The establishment oBeeston and Tarporley Station in Beeston Parish, just
outside the Tiverton Parish boundary, allowed local dairy farms to begin
shipping their milk out of the area. The station was closed in the 1960s but it
is clear that there is considerable local suppover a wide area for its re
opening.

The area of the three villages bordering the Shropshire Union Canal, the River
Gowy and the Chester to Crewe railway line was designated as an Area of
Nature Conservation Value in the Chester City Local Plan (ENM2%9 for

the most part a designated wildlife corridor. The area also contains within it a
Site of Regional or County Importance (ENV33).

Beeston village contains a National Monument in the form of the mount and
Castle which was built in the 13th Centayd is a visitor attraction managed

by English Heritage.

Residents from the Parishes commute to work to a variety of places in the
North  West and Shropshire Chester, Liverpool, Winsford, Crewe and
Shrewsbury to name but a few. Commuters rely heavilynujp@ motorcar;

the 2011 census statistics revealed that no fewer than 140 residents drove to
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work by car/van and only 6 used a bus. However, there is only a limited once
weekly bus service in the area (that goes to Chester and Nantwich).

Residents are, Yoa large majority, concerned to protect the character and
GLISFOS |yR GNIylidaAttAde:s 2F GKS QAff
housing and small business developments of an appropriate size and location.

3.2 Village Demographic

2011 census stestics indicate a population of 376 for Tiverton, 107 for
Tilstone Fearnall and 188 for Beeston. The population is spread across the
Parishes, within the three villages and in surrounding hamétEiverton
Heath, Tilstone Bank, Beeston Brook, BrassegiirHand Green, Redhill and
Four Lane Ends. A map showing the Plan area and settlements is set out at
Figurel, below.

Figure 1¢ Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnaligidourhood Area Tarporley,

[ Neighbourhood Plan Area

a Cheshire West and Chester boundary \

Birch
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o do ¢tKS #AftF3SaQ 902y2Ye
The local economy is largely agricultural. The three villages are surrounded by
grazing farmland mostly owned by the Tollemache and Leverhulme estates.
However, there are other businesses including a boat hir@ifitand servicing
yard, a small showroom supplying soft furnishings, a long established family
run servicing/repairs garage and an antiques showroom. A number af self
employed/sole traders, also work and trade from the villages. The 2011
census statistie revealed 235 people in employment, 66 of whaevorked
mainly at or from home.
The nearest services and local shops are in Tarporley and Bunbury.

3.4 Community Facilities

The villages have no local school. Tilstone Fearnall Primary School, which
formerly also catered for children of Tiverton, was closed in 1990, due to a
GFFEEAYI NRETEOD .S8Sal2y tNRAYIFNER { OKz
outdoor activity centre. The current catchment school at Bunbury is up to 2%

miles away and is full to capity. There are other schools situated in other
villages, at a similar distance. These schools feed into Tarporley High School.
Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall have Village Halls, whilst Beeston shares the
Village Rooms with Peckforton Village. Spatisos /facilities within the

parishes are restricted to the wedistablished Deeside Ramblers Hockey club
GKAOK A& o0lFlaSR gAGKAY WDIFNRSYKdAdZNBEGQ o
and school, demolished in the 1960s, but which now also includes a small
cldza G SNJ 2F K2dzaSaov o ¢KS LI NRaAaKSa |faz
Fearnall, Tiverton Methodist Chapel, in the heart of Tiverton Village, (now only

used once every month), and Brassey Green chapgilt for the Baptists, it is

hidden away from ww, and is used by church groups as a small
camping/activity centre.
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4. PROCESS

4.1 Community Engagement

In Summer 2013 as part of the Neighbourhood Plan development process
every household and business in Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall
received a questionnaire based on a revised version of the one used in 2004
for the Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall Parish Plan.This helped to establish
residents views on a variety of topics principally focussing on the shape, size
and nature of future land usand developments in the three villages. This was
considered to have been a robust basis for the formulation of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group established 5
Topic Groups which developed text based on the survey results. Fadjowi
discussion with Cheshire Community Action it was considered that a further
survey was required to ensure that the Plan and its Policies were aligned to
the requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations. Accordingly a Policy
Proposals Survey wastgsl to all households in early 2015. A Policy Proposals
Report was prepared from this survey and this formed the basis for the
policies contained in the Neighbourhood Plan.

4.2 Results of the Questionnaire

Across the three villages 134 (approximately/@of the 2013 questionnaires
were returned. The questionnaires expressed the views of 343 people across
the three Parishes.

For the Policy Proposals Survey issued in February 2015 a total of 115 Surveys
were returned out of the 310 distributed, a retuof approximately 37%.

The age ranges of responses showed that Tiverton has the largest proportion
of over-60s (40.2), Tilstone Fearnall has the largest proportion of 20 to 60

year olds (50.9%) whilst Beeston has the largest proportion of younger people
(27.7%).
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5.1

5.2

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Vision
Following on from the review of the consultation responses, a vision
alrdSYSyd ¢l a RS@OSE2LISR (2 NBTt SO0 GKS
future of the area:

Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall will retemural character and be a

peaceful, beautiful and safe places to live and work. The environment, historic

landscape and features will continue to be enjoyed by residents and visitors

alike. The three villages will remain as distinctive communitidstivitir own

identities that will be enriched by smaltale changes to the built

environment. Residents will be able to enjoy a good quality of life, with safe

and sustainable transport options, and through access to a range of local

businesses, servicand social opportunities. The parishes will be well

connected with the wider world via excellent utilisation of modern

technologies.

Aims
The Neighbourhood Plan aims to:

1. manage housing growth to 2030;
ensure that the residential developmensiwall scale and contributes
to the range of housing available in the villages, and is in keeping with
adjacent properties;

3. encourage smakcale development that enhances economic
sustainability and employment opportunities;

4. support the continued and enheed provision of local retail outlets;

5. welcome measures that result in improvements to the safety and
accessibility of the transport network;

6. preserve and enhance designated and+designated heritage assets,
historic buildings, the waterways and natusalvironment;

7. maintain rural tranquillity and dark skies;

8. sustain and safeguard lorgtanding and established community places,
and,;

9. seek improvements to the speed and capacity of the communications
network.
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6.

6.1

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES

Built Bvironment

People living in the three communities regularly comment on the special
character of the villages. They are well established, close communities and in
planning for housing growth it is vital that the qualities which make the
locality so valud and popular are protected.

POLICY BE1: NEW BUILT DEVELOPMENT

New development will & of an appropriate size, height, scale, mass,
materials, layout, access and density that respsthie character of the local
built environment, its history and surrouding natural landscape, including
rural skyling and seeks to reinforce this character through quality design.

Regard should be had for the latest Landscape Strategy from CWAC.

¢KS @GAfflI3SaQ O2YYdzyAGASa dzyRSNEGF YR
amourt of housing and other development growth. However, there is
concern that new development within the villages could erode the very
gualities that make them special. In short, growth needs to be carefully
managed in terms of its location, scale and desiyrLandscape Strategy for
Cheshire West and Chester Borough, 2016, provides the latest strategy for
managing the landscape and guiding landscape change beyond the built up
areas of the Borough to 2030. It supedes previous landscape character
assessmergt and landscape guidance.
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POLICY BE2: DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS

New development should:

O«

O«

A Zero Carbon Footprint will be strongly encouraged

address the impact that it is likely to have on local facilities, eith
directly or through developer or other contributions.

incorporate, where practicable, energy effiarey measures .

minimise water usage.

her

Whilst there is no intention that Policy BE2 should be regarded as prescriptive,
it has been worded so as to provide the strongest possible steer, towards
those seekig to facilitate development, that the resultant environmental

changes are positive.

POLICY BE3: HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Future housing proposalshould, where feasible:

0

O«

O«

O«

Limit development to an appropriate scale which complies with STRAT 9

of the CWAC Loc&lan;

Provide a suitable mix of housintypes and sizes to reflect thaentified
local housing needs;

Provide affordable homes as part of any developmeuit5 units or more
on a single site;

Ensure that developer contributions are utilised for the benefit of t
local community, primarily to fund infrastructure improvements;

Retain as many mature/estblished trees as possible;
Provide sufficient external amenity space, refa and recycling storage

Provide adequate vehicle and bicycle parking and high qud
streetscape.

ality
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Policies BE1, BE2 and BE3 place an emphasis on the landscape character of the
area encompassed by the three Parishes. The Landscape Strategy for Cheshire
West and Chester 2016 provides profiles of the following features within that
area:

Beeston Crag (2d)

Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall Rolling Farmland (7a)
Hargrave, Hoofield and Beeston Plain (9b)

Gowy Valley (15i1)

Beeston to Duckington Sandstone Far(@b)

Any type of development should conform to the profiles of those areas and
their surroundings.

This policy seeks to ensure that new developments meet the needs for the

types of new housing as identified in the CWAC Strategic Housing Market
Assessment (2013). This is extended to any updates to that document or any
FdzidzNBE f 201t K2dzaAy3d ySSRA adaNBSeod /[ 2|
at the following link:

http://inside.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/policies plans and strategies/h
ousing strategies policies and research

Changes to government policy have introduced a threshold (of 10 units or
less) under which requirements for affordable housing should not be imposed.
Designated rural areas can, however, choose to implement a lower threshold
of 5 units orless. As the Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall NP Area lies
within the rural area designated under Section 157(1) of the Housing Act
1985, a lower threshold of 5 units can be applied. As such, affordable housing
contributions are sought within allew residential developments of 5 or more
units. In accordance with Policy SOCL1 in the Local Plan, affordable housing will
be sought on eligible sites up to a target of 30%.

6.2 Economic Development

There are a number of farms operating in the area prayggdemployment
opportunities, as well as some small home based businesses. There are also a
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wide range of small scale commercial ventures in the area (all are listed at
Appendix 1).

There is support for the development of more small businesses and new
craft/industrial workshops; development in these areas could introduce more
employment opportunities. There are a very limited number of sites in the
villages where such developments could occur for which the use of
WoNRGYTASE RQ &aAa G Stisationh df s&ly StesdiaN3upbbriedp t N
rather than the use of residential or agricultural land. The utilisation of
existing buildings to keep the character of the local area would be preferred.

POLICY ED1: NEW EMPLOYMENT

1 Applications for development gearating employment which meet the
criteria of STRAT9 of the Local Plan will be supported. All employment
development should respect the character of its surroundings, by way of
its massing, scale and design, and safeguard residential amenity. $uch
development must include adequate provision for vehicle and cycle
parking.

91 Proposals for new development that combines living and srdhle
employment space will be supported, provided there is no adverse impact
on the character and amenity of existing nearbggidential areas.

The creation of small/start up business units will be encouraged. Such

proposals could include workshop facilities, small offices, community

0dzZa Ay S&daxdNBYR FP@EIR | OO2YY2RI A2y ® ¢
committed to seeing a growitin local job opportunities, particularly for

under-30s, who currently migrate away in search of work.

¢CKS awdzNFf 22NJaLlk OS {GdzRéé¢ . 9 DNERdzL) H
workshops and whilst the viability of live/work units is unknown in relatmn

Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall, it is considered wise to not preclude

that option from the range of choices available for employment development.

| 26 SOSNE t2f A08 95mM aKz2dAZ R y24 0S aSSy
development and it is imptant that any planning permission granted for

f AOSKkgo2N)] dzyAla Aa NRodzadte adlriadSR az
aspect of that use is preserved.
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POLICY ED2: CHARACTER AND SCALE of EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENTS

1 Development for employment uses shouldot have a harmful impact on

the built developmentand historic character of the locale through high

quality design.Use of materials such as local sandstone and native wqg
from sustainable sources should be considered. Overgrod
warehousing/storage ussg will only be permitted where they would not
have a negative visual impact on their immediate surroundings.

od
nd

As with the policies for housing set out above, it is felt particularly important

that employment development should not have a negative visuglaith on
the environment; as such it is anticipated that the choice of design
materials for employmentelated built development should be set at a simil

and
ar

level to those required of residential proposals. Whilst it is not the intention

to stifle new eanployment development by burdening proposals wi

th

additional costs, it is considered to be particularly important to ensure that

any resulting buildings and structures are of a high standard and do
detract from the character and setting of the area.

not

The concerns about the lack of employment opportunities for those resident

in the area have been expressed through the results of the surveys that
been undertaken.

have

Employment development proposals, outside those for agriculture, that result

in built development that has a low floorspace to employee ratio are likely to

be out of character vin existing built developmentVarehouse development

storage uses and other similar proposals with significant visual impact could

be an unwelcome intrusion in the gotryside and every effort will be made to

ensure that a more locally appropriate development form is considered.

POLICY ED3: EXISTING BUSINESSES

1 Development that supports the retention of existing businesses will |
supported, subject to it being of anappropriate form and scale.

be

Similarly, proposals for change of use of existing business premises away

from employment activity will not be permitted unless it can be
demonstrated that reasonable attempts have been made to preser
employment or that the pemises are not viable.

ve
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There are a number of small businesses in the area that may wish to develop
their premises in the future to ensure viability and/or pursue growth. Subject
to the development being of an appropriate form and scale (see Policies ED1
and ED2 ) such proposals will be encouraged and supported.

The value of residential property remains high and there is an ongoing
pressure to convert existing built development to residential use. However,
the potential loss of employment that may ariseorih any such proposals
should be factored into any decision to allow a change of use away from
employment to residential and/or other uses unless the proposed
development is consistent with Policy ED1

POLICY ED4: RETAIL PREMISES

1 Small scale proposals ta@onsolidate, expand or add to local retajl
provision in the vilages will be broadly supportedSuch proposals could
reasonably include licenced premises or caftyle uses.

Community consultation has indicated a preference for more convenience
shops,as well as a pub and/or café in the local area. There is an issue on
whether the villages could support a traditional village store or pub, although
the opening of a community shop or convenience store would be welcome.
While there is some interest (PdnisPlan¢ 95% of respondents) in the
development of new retail premises in the area, it would be unlikely to be of
the same scale as found in nearby Tarporley or Bunbury. Location constraints
would also need to be factored into a decision for new retatlais.

POLICY ED5: Broadband

1 Proposals that seek the expansion of electronic communication networks
and high speed broadband, along with improvements to connectivity,
will be supported.
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The provision of good telecommunications is particularly importantural
areas and for the support of rural enterprise, homerking and children's
education. Currently fibre optic connections are the most robust and future
proof method of delivering high performance connectivity and this should be
the aim for all newdevelopments, building on the recently upgraded
installations.

Residents in the Neighbourhood Plan area consider their broadband service to
be adequate in the village centres, but very poor at the fringes (Brassey Green,
and Horsley Lane). There is aosily expressed desire for improvement.

POLICY EDRADIO AND TELECOMMUNICATION MASTS

1 The development of radio and telecommunication masts must be sited
and designed to minimise the negative impacts on the character and
appearance of the Neighbourhood &t area.

6.3

There is reasonable 2G coverage of all but Tiverton village and Tilstone Bank,
with 3G only available on the fringes of the area towards Brassey Green and
Horsley. The numbers of radio and telecommunication masts should be kept
to a minimum, conistent with the efficient operation of the network.

[ 21/ Qa [ | yRaQ@oiglSvhich lisNdupp&tad by a Landscape
Sensitivity Study and Guidance on Wind and Solar Photovoltaic Developments,
should be referenced when proposals for radio and telecomnatimn masts

are being put forward.

Transport

Both Parish Councils have been heavily involved for over a decade in issues
relating to declining levels of public transport and ongoing maintenance of the
infrastructure in and around the Parishes, Blas pavements and roads.

The 2013 Household Survey clearly indicated that residents would like to see
improved public transport links. Among other matters raised, there was
notable support for the reopening of Beeston Station, the use of-®Rilde,
anduprated Bus Services.
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POLICY T1: BEESTON RAILWAY STATION

1 The reopening of Beeston Railway Station, with adequate nearpy
parking provision and associated facilities, will be fully supported. The
site of the former station and immediate environs is to h@otected from
development that could compromise the future provision of a new rall
station and associated facilities. The extent of the area to be protected is
shown at Figure 2.

The vast majority of residents (95%) support the reopening of the former
railway station at Beeston, coupled with adequate nearby car parking
provision. The station is broadly equidistant between Crewe and Chester and
would remove the unwanted tag of the longest stretch of railway line in
England without a station.

X Beestbn
"= Iron Lock ™
oy . \\_

[ Policy T1 Beeston Railway Station: Land identified for future reopening (and associated facilities) |- N X \\
: A : .
© Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100049046 \ \\ ‘u\ \ \

Figure 2: Land at former Beeston Railway Static
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The 2013 findings were very much in line with the outcome of the Beeston
area Transport Needs Assessment survey, which was carried out in 2000. It is
considered that reopening the station would prove popular with regular
commuters, occasional businedgvellers and leisure users. Knock on
benefits would be a reduction in traffic volumes on the busy A49 and A51 and
ease of access to nationwide connections, including Manchester and Liverpool
Airports, from Crewe.

With planning permission having been gtad for 129 new homes on the
combined former Beeston Castle Hotel and Beeston Market sites, with the
potential for 250+ new residents, the case forapening the station becomes
more persuasive; more so when the current planned housing development at
neaby locations (Tarporley and Bunbury) are also considered.

Additionally, if Beeston Station were to be-opened, there would almost
certainly be better use of local buses by introducing an interchange at the
Station. Increased railway services would htdpreduce the demand for
longer distance bus routes, thus creating capacity for more frequent local
services.

The Local Road Network

Whilst a significant number of residents have regularly expressed support for a
by-pass for both villages, current Goverant policy does not include any
proposals for bypassing the A49 or the A51 within the Neighbourhood Plan
Area.

Proposals that may come forward for highways schemes to bypass all or any
of the three villages will be broadly welcomed, dependent on the rsute
proposed and the resultant environmental impacts.

6.4 Natural and Historic Environment

The parishes lie in an historic rural setting that residents value and appreciate.
The communities benefit from many noteworthy features including Beeston
Castle, e Sandstone Trail, four Conservation Areas, 2 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments, listed buildings and the Shropshire Un@@amal. These features

are shown in Figure.3
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The countryside is regarded by residents as highly important to their quality of
life andresidents have consistently expressed the need to protect a range of
its features. Specific protection of environmental features was
overwhelmingly supported; up to 83% of respondents in the 2013 household
survey agreed this was needed. This finding assistent with the 2004
household survey carried out in Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall, in which 85%
of respondents agreed.

It is therefore evident that the residents of the three parishes place significant
value on a wide range of environmental featuresluding waterways and the
canal, trees, hedgerows, footpaths, stiles, ponds, open spaces and Beeston
Castle. Respondents also recommended that Cheshire railings, nesting sites
and wildflower areas are significant and should be maintained.

The communite® 2 GSNI ff 202SO0GAOBSE F2NJ 0KS Sy
to maintain and protect the rural and tranquil nature of the area; and,

to maintain and protect traditional rural features.

To assist in these aims Cheshire Wildlife Trust were commissioned by the
NeighbourhoodPlan Group to produce a report specific to the Plan Area and a
copy is attached as Appendix 2.

This report identified the corehigh ecological value sites for nature
O2yaSNBI GA2Y Ay GKS tfly ! NBIF FyR a&adzy
Tiverton, Tilsbne Fearnall and Beeston villages should respect the local
environment. The most intact landscapes in terms of biodiversity, landform

and historical /cultural associations should be valued highly when planning
decisions are made. Protection and enhancemaeit Tiverton, Tilstone
CSINYyL f¢ YR . SSad2yQa yI GdzN f I 3aS03
conservation and ecosystem services but is also important for the enjoyment

2F FdzidzNBE ISYSNI GAzZ2yadé

POLICY NE1: BEESTON CASTLE

1 Public views of Beeston Castlnd its setting within the local landscap
should not be adversely affected by new development. The desiE]n,
massing and orientation of development proposals should respect the
character, appearance and importance of Beeston Castle and its sefting
within the local landscape.
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managed by English Heritage and is a significant tourist attraction. It is a
Scheduled Ancient Monument No. 1007900 and lies in an Area of Special
County Value (BCV). On a clear day you can see from it the Pennines, the
Welsh mountains and across eight counties.

With steep cliffs on three sides, this spectacular crag in Beeston attracted
prehistoric settlers and remained a significant settlement throughout the
Bronze Age. Later, an immense Iron Age hill fort was built, and its earthwork
defences were used and adapted by medieval cdstiéders who built much

of what we see today. A rich history surrounds the castle, including a
significant role in the Englishv@ War, during which it held out as a royal
stronghold, finally surrendering to Parliament in November 1645 after a long

and eventful siege.

The survey rated Beeston Castle most highly with 83% of respondents thinking

it needs protection. Much of the sponsibility for this falls to English Heritage

but development within our area needs to be respectful towards the setting of

this nationally significant treasure.

| AAG2NAO 9y3dftyR DAdZARIFYOS 2y (KS adaasSi
Heritage Assets: Historic Environments Good Practice Advice in
tflFYyyAyaTodbdbHnmpbUE

Waterways

The area is fortunate enough to have two significant waterways within them;
the Shropshire Union Canal and the River Gowy. Along with Beeston Castle,
these too are highly appreciadl locally, and additionally attract a significant
number of visitors and support employment within our area. 82% of
respondents think these waterways should be protected.

POLICY NE2: WATERWAYS

1 The River Gowy, 3bpshire Union Canal, towpath and embanlent are
important features of the local environment. Development proposals
that would adversely affect the recreational value, visual amenity and
historic value of the canal or River Gowy setting or damage their
environments will be strongly resisted.
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Shrgpshire Union Canal

The stretch of the Shropshire Union Canal that goes through the parishes
covers 5.49km and was built in the 1770s. Beeston Castle is visible along
much of the canal and is an important part of its attraction.

The communities, along witGhester Canal Heritage Trust (CCHT), regard the
whole of the canal as an important environmental feature within our area that
needs protection. The Neighbourhood Plan group also support the Chester
Canal Conservation Area Character Appraisal(Consultabloaft) which
includes recommendations for the stretch of canal in the Plan area.(Area H
Rural CW&C.)

There are several significant buildings and monuments along the canal that
should be highlighted. Beeston Iron Lock is grade 2 star listed and is of
particular historical importance because of its unique construction; as such it

is designated an Archaeological Site of National Importance and is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument No.1006759.

lfaz fAAGSR FINB . SSaidzy {d2yS [ueOl= ¢
¢cAfalz2yS [SyaadKYlFryQa 1dziz ¢AfaidzyS cCSt
whole length of the canal is an Area of Nature Conservation Value with its
surrounding embankments and countryside providing a home to rich habitat
and wildlife (CCHT 2014).

¢CKS [Sy3idKYlFryQa ldzia G ¢Afadz2yS FyR
in existence (the third being at Tarvin Road Lock) and historically significant.
The hut at Tilstone Lock has been repaired in recent years by volunteers and
Canal and River Tstuheritage staff. The one at Beeston remains in a state of
serious disrepair and urgently needs restoring to protect it. The environment
group felt strongly that this should be pursued as a matter of priority.

River Gowy

The Gowy corridor, in Tivertpns home to some of the best grasslands in
Cheshire.

This whole stretch of The Gowy is of significance, partly because after the
canal was built intensive agriculture did not take place to the same extent as
on surrounding land. The Gowy has Europeals,eAnguilla anguilla, which
are critically endangered.
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Members of the Environment topic group also report sightings of Red Kites,
Little Egrets and other rare species along this stretch of river. This habitat
needs to remain undisturbed and it is impant that no developments or
indeed any spillage/effluent from any developments should damage this
fragile area.

Both the Canal and River face threats from fmative species. Japanese
Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam are current concerns (coming in tovére ri
via the canal). CWT has adopted a firewall policy to try and keep it out of the
most sensitive areas, acknowledging that it will be impossible to eradicate it
altogether.

Footpaths

The area benefits from hosting some of the finest walks in Cheshaleiding

a beautiful section of the Sandstone Trail. In total, the Sandstone Trail
stretches for 34 miles/55 kilometres from the market town of Frodsham in the

north, to Whitchurch in the south. It passes through Tiverton and Beeston
offering superb viers across the countryside to Beeston and Peckforton

castles.

POLICY NE3: FOOTPATHS

1 New development should protect and maintain ajpublic footpaths and
bridleways and The Sandstone trail throughout the parishes.

1 Proposals to improve access to the locabotpath network will be
favourably considered.

Tiverton Parish has around 30 footpaths within its boundaries providing some
21km of pathway, while Tilstone Fearnall has 11 footpaths providing 7km of
pathway. The Parish of Beeston has 35 footpaths proyidiver 20Km of
walks. In total the Public Rights of Way in Beeston have 63 stiles, 43 gates of
varying types and 15 bridges to be enjoyed. These popular local walks,
including The Sandstone Trail, attract visitors to the parishes. They are used
and appeciated by local people, and 80% of respondents think that they
should be protected.
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A Plan showing the various Public Rights of Way including the Sandstone Trail
and other routes across the Neighbourhood Plan area is shown at Appendix 3

Views

Large swaies of the Area offer attractive views and the prevalence of public
access in the form of footpaths. A plan showing the more valued views and

their location is set out at Appendix 4.

POLICY NE4: VIEWS

1 New development should not adversely affect key vievas identified in
Appendix 4.

1 New development should not adversely affect views of open countrys
or local landmarks from public footpaths.

de

Stiles

A characteristic of the footpaths in the parishes is the stone stile. It consists of

two leaning sandstoe posts with slots on their interiors faces to take about

three horizontal wooden bars. The heavy sandstone slabs are supported at
about 30 degrees to the vertical by smaller slabs beneath the leaning side that

serve as props. Often there is a base stalencourage a firm footing whe
climbing the horizontal bars.

n

Tiverton is the parish with the largest number of these stiles. There were
seven in use in Tiverton at the turn of the century, but since then two have

completely disappeared including one d¢ime border with Tilstone Fearnall.

Beeston is not known to have any remaining. This highlights the vulnerability
of these countryside features and 71% of resportdewant stiles to be

protected.

POLICY NES5: STILES

1 Stone and wooden stiles within the p&hes should b preserved. New
gates and/or access ways created should not disturb the existing stiles.

1 Accessible stiles and gates should be built alongside traditional stiles, ra
than replace them altogether.

ther
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Some stiles have been removed as parfamtpath improvements and have
been replaced with standard wooden stiles or metal kissing gates. This may
also be part of access improvements and moves to make the footpaths and
countryside accessible to all persons are welcomed. However this should be
balanced with the protection of traditional features.

Details of the remaining stiles are set out at Appendix 5

Trees

The vital role played by trees and woodlands in our habitat is increasingly
NEO23yAaSRo® | 26 SOSNI ¢ KS 2 2 2hBnf1,090R ¢ NIz
irreplaceable ancient woods in the UK have been threatened over the last 10
years. Thousands more are dying without mye® SRS R O NB Fdzf NB.
(http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/campaigning/). It advocates local action

as the most effectie way ofprotecting trees and woodlands.

POLICY NEG6: TREE PLANTING

1 All new housing developments will be encouraged to plant at least gne
new tree, of a native species, for each new dwelling.

The area has a wide selection of trees and woodlands withsome of which

have Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). TPOs can apply to individual trees
and/or woodlands. There is also the protection for trees which is afforded by
the fact that many are in Conservation Areas.

Hedgerows and verges

Hedgerows form anmportant historical and environmental part of the local
landscape and 69% of respondents thought they needed specific protection.
Hedgerows have been planted and managed in Cheshire since-3agbm

times. Traditional Cheshire hedgerows include Hawth@ak and Beech
varieties. Throughout Cheshire, hedgerows have been in decline for several
decades due in part to the expansion of fields but also through neglect. The
F2NNXYSN) / KSAKANB [/ 2dzyide [/ 2dzyOAf SadAayl
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hedgerows hadeen destroyed, with high quality agricultural land having the
greatest loss of all.

As well as being historically significant, hedgerows are important to wildlife,
providing essential habitat for many different species of plants and animals.
Hedgerows ee preferable to fencing for wildlife as they provide an important
corridor for it to pass through and shelter within. Along with the hedgerow
itself, it is important to preserve surrounding features including ditches, grass
margins and sandstone wallingThese features, in conjunction with the
hedgerow, help form an ecological network within which different species live
and move.

POLICY NE7: HEDGEROWS

Development proposals should:

1 Preserve existing hedgerows and their surrounding features, includjng
sandstone walls; and,
1 Incorporate landscaping plans that, where possible, use traditional
hedgerow plants such as Hawthorn and Beech.

1 Regard Townfield Lane as an important feature in the landscape and its
hedgerows and wildlife should be protected from dewgment.

Within Tiverton and Beeston nine randomly selected hedgerows were
surveyed for woody species in line with DEFRA guidelines in November 2009.
Out of these, six (67%) were found to be species+mmpared to a national
average of 46%. Fourteenoady species were found and four climbing
species. The findings of this survey are shown in Appendix 6 and illustrate the
richness of the local hedgerows.

A survey of the hedgerows along Townfield Lane was commissioned by
Tiverton Parish Council in May D to assess their condition and value for
wildlife. This report provides details of the animals, insects and plants that
use this stretch of hedgerow and is attached in full in Appendix 8. The report
concludes that Townfield Lane ¥ 2 N & |y  #uré inzhdJandscape ¥ S |
and provides good habitat and a good corridor for dispersal for a wide range
2 F & LJ% @ldo $etainmends how this could be enhanced and supported in
addition to the protection all hedgerows receive from the Hedgerow
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Regulations 997. The report demonstrates the importance of protecting
hedgerow along Townfield Lane.

Ponds

Beeston, Tiverton and Tilstone Fearnall have an abundance of meres, mosses
and ponds. The County of Cheshire had more ponds than any other county in
England:in fact, Cheshire boasted 25% of all ponds in England. 60% of the
survey respondents think they need specific protection.

¢tKS t20Ff LIYyRa IINB Yy AYLERNIIYG LI NI
areas unigue history from the Ice Age to World War II.

Inthe last Ice Age, a huge ice sheet from the north travelled south coming to a
halt around the Plan area. It then retreated with a sheer face of ice, about
one kilometre in depth and, due to the huge size of the lumps of ice that fell
off that face, our neres and mosses were created. Many local names reflect
these events including Beeston Moss, Moss Lane and Peckforton Mere.

The majority of ponds in the parishes are flooded marl pits, dug out originally
by gangs of wandering contractors to provide amptive early fertiliser. Marl

pits can be recognised by their small size and regular shape; many can be seen
from Beeston Castle. Today they provide valuable habitat for fish, frogs and
newts, as well as water birds such as moorhens, coots and heroms (se
www.sandstonetrail.com/pondsnd-marlpits).

The final historical event that contributed to the abundance of ponds was
WWII. Enemy planes flew over Cheshire on their way back home from their
bombing raids on Liverpool and Manchester. The pilots droppedsed
bombs on Cheshire, presumably to save fuel, before heading back home. The
cavities created by this devastation gradually became ponds and now support
significant wildlife.

POLICY NE8: PONDS

Proposals for new development, including extensions @Xisting buildings,
should be designed so as to not adversely affect ponds.
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Dark Skies

One feature of the Area that is a reflection of its openness and rural nature is
the lack of night time illumination. The community has a desire to see that
character peserved.

POLICY NE9: DARK SKIES

1 Dark skies are to be preferred over street lights except where there gre
overriding highway safety considerations. Future lighting schemes
should be designed to be in keeping with the local character. In all cages,
outdoor lighting sources should have a minimum impact on the
environment, should minimise light pollution, and should minimige
adverse effects on wildlife.

6.5 COMMUNITY ASSETS AND ACTIVITIES

Consultation has confirmed that community assets and activeies highly
valued by residents and support community cohesion. Many elderly or
vulnerable residents who benefit from local social and learning events would
otherwise be isolated from social interaction. Additionally, this reflects the
interest, involvenent and enthusiasm to protect and sustain the structure of
village life.

Developments which result in new or improved facilities for community use
will be encouraged and supported.

Beeston shares a Village Hall with Peckfortoithe Hall was placed in ¢h
Trust of a committee in 1895 by the Tollemache Estate. It has recently
acquired funding for refurbishment and plans to improve access for the
elderly, young or disabled are close to completion.

Tiverton War Memorial and Tiverton Village Green are a&sBetonging to the
Parish of Tiverton. These features are shown in Figure 3.

Other community used assets include:

1 Tiverton Village Hall (built in 1984)

1 St Jude's Church (Grade Il listed building erected in 1836)
1 St Jude's Church Parish Room
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1 Tiverton Methodst Chapel (built in 1864)
1 Brassey Green Baptist Chapel (used for small conferences, school
scout camps etc.)

POLICY CP1: COMMUNITY ASSETS

1 Tiverton War Memorial and Tiverton Village Green and their settings shd
be protected from the adverse éécts of any development.

1 Development or improvement of facilities for public use will be encouraged.

Community Activities

Visits,

uld

Community Activities are a valued part of the parishes, and the communities,
individuals and community groups play a significarle nm maintaining and

developing them; including Tiverton Garden club, the Village Hall comm

ittee,

fitness classes and dancing as well as various voluntary sector organisations

and the Parish Councils.

POLICY CP2: COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

1 Proposals that seekto sustain and safeguard long standing a
established community activities will be encouraged.
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APPENDIX 4 LIST OF BUSINESSES

Hotel and catering
Wild Boar Hotel
The Red Fox Indian Cuisine, Four Lane Ends
The Shady Oak, Bates Mill Lane
Lockgate Cafe
Rngside Cafe (auction days)
Beeston Castle Cafe (weekends)
Beeston Wharf
Morgans Garage
Chas Hardern Boats
Fine Fabrics of Tarporley
Tiresford Guernsey Gold Yoghurts, Tiresford Farm
Cheshire Grandfather Clocks, Nantwich Road
A. M. Lea Builders
Plasterer, Tie Gables
TivertonVillage
Furniture Upholsterer, Cedar Bank
Meredith Builders, Stable Cottage, Huxley Lane, Tiverton
Arthur Wilson Electricians, 3 The Dale

Alan Stubbs Plumbing and Heating Engineers, 2 Smithy Cottage,
Balloon Monsoon (Tarporley) NoveBalloons, Hand Green House, Pudding Lane
J Lloyd and Sons, Builders
Tilstone Fearnall
Tilstone Bank Gallops

Beeston Brook
Wright Manley Auctions
Agricultural Products shop auction site
Richard Reeves Fencing
Beeston Animal Health
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The Reclamation Yard
Beegon Reclamation and Landscaping Services

All Slates Ltd
North Cheshire Antiques
Rockridge Shacks.

Beeston Parish
Beeston Outdoor Education Centre
Beeston Castle, English Heritage
Cestrian Loos, Bates Mill Lane
Working Farms

Tiverton
Fearney Lees
Brassey Gaen Hall Farm
Sunnyside Farm, Brassey Green
Tiresford Farm

Bank Farm

Tilstone Fearnall
Tilstone Bank Farm
Beeston
Beeston Gate Farm
Castleside Farm
Castle Gate Farm
The Home Farm
Lower Rock Farm

Pool Farm
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APPENDIX REPORT OF CHESHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

Protecting and Enhancing Tiverton, Tilstone
CSIENYyILff |YyR .SSadzyQa

<

e Wildlife Trust

July 2016

Neighbourhood Planning has provided an important opportunity for communities to shape their
local environment forfuture generations. Identifying and evaluating opportunities and constraints
will mean that communities are in an informed position and therefore better able to protect their

valuable natural assets.
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In 2011 the government published their Biodiversity 2 & (G N> § S3& F2NJ 9y 3t | yRQ
Ecosystem servid®@s ¢ KA OK odaAf G 2y GKS NBO2YYSyRIGAZ2Yya 27
paper. The mission of the Biodiversity 2020 strategy i$Pt I t & 2 @BSNI €t O0A2RADSN
healthy welfunctioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks, with more and

O0SGGOSNI LX I OS&a F2NJ yI GdzZNBE FT2NJ 6KS o0SySTAG 2F GAfF

The NPPF, published in 2012 drew on these principles and protecting and enhancing biodiversity and
creating ecold A Ol f ySig2NyJa FNB OSyidNrftf (2 G4KAA FNIYSs
times in the NPPF with protection and improvement of the natural environment as core objectives of

the planning system.

According to Biodiversity 2020 there are numerowsys/to work towards achieving these aims, with
landowners, conservation charities and individuals playing a part. However the planning system has
a central role in achieving the aims of Biodiversity 2020, particularly strategic planning, but also
development control. At a local level Neighbourhood Planning has the potential to be a key factor in
determining whether the aims of Biodiversity 2020 are realised, by identifying local priorities for
nature conservation and ecosystem services and ensuring thestalken into consideration in the
planning process.

The first stage to protecting and enhancing the natural environment is to identify the natural assets
that exist in the neighbourhood. This report aims to identify the core, lighlogical value (high
distinctiveness) sites for nature conservation in Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Besstoell as

sites deemed to be of medium value (semaitural habitat). As well as nature conservation, the high
and medium distinctiveness hadis are also those that provide ecosystem services such as carbon
sequestration and storage, pollination, soil formation, water purification, air purification and cultural
benefits.

Parcels of land identified as high distinctiveness are recommended rfdegdion through the
neighbourhood planning process and the medium distinctiveness parcels could be considered as
biodiversity opportunity areas subject to further evaluation. Medium and high value sites should
also act as an alert in the planning systémggering full evaluation should they be proposed for
future development.

The report also aims to identify key local and regional ecological networks within the neighbourhood
planning area and recommends that these are protected through the neighbodrptam. It also
identifies key natural characteristics associated with the landscape character of the Tiverton,
Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston area so these can be referenced in planning policies.

In 2010 ProfessorSirdéh [ | g2y adzo YAUGGSR | NBLR2NI G2 59Cw! S
! NEOASg 2F 9y3IflyRQa 2AfREATFTS {A0Sa FyR 902t 213
step change in our approach to wildlife conservation from trying to hang on to wadtave, to one
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of largescale habitat restoration and recreation, unda@nned by the reestablishment of ecological
processes and ecosystem services, for the benefits of both people and wildlife. The report also
identified that this vision will only be adised if we work at local scales in partnership with local
people.

The natural environment is fundamental to our wedling, health and economy and provides us
with a range of ecosystem services such as food, water, pollination, materials, flood detamte
carbon sequestratiorg and biodiversity underpins most, if not all, of them. The pressures on our
land and water are likely to continue to increase and we need to learn how to manage these
resources in ways which deliver multiple benefits, for exanpthieving profitable and productive
farming while also adopting practices which enhance carbon storage, improve flood water
management and support wildlife.

gyttt yRQa gAfREAFS KIoAGlFdGa KIZS 06S8S02YS imyONBI &
the provision of some ecosystem services, and losses to species populations. Ecological networks
have become widely recognised as an effective way to conserve wildlife in environments that have
become fragmented by human activities.

Ecological network generally have five components (see Figure 1) which reflect both existing and
potential ecological importance and function.

Core areas

These are areas of high nature conservation value which form the heart of the network. They
contain habitats that a rare or important because of the wildlife they support or the ecosystem
services they provide. They generally have the highest concentrations of species or support rare
species. They include protected wildlife sites and other geatural areas of highaological quality.

Corridors and stepping stones

These are spaces that improve the functional connectivity between core areas, enabling species to

move between them to feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. Connectivity need not just come from
linear,co/ G Ay dz2dza KIoAGlI GAT F ydzYoSNI 2F avlrtf airasSa v
species can move between core areas.

0 Restoration areas
These are areas where measures are planned to restore or create new high value areas (which will
ultimatef @ 0S02YS WO2NX IINBlFaQu a2 GKFd SO2t23A0It ¥
They are often situated so as to complement, connect or enhance existing core areas.

Buffer zones
These are areas that closely surround core areas, restoratibidlS I &> WadSLIAyYy 3T adz2yS:
corridors, and protect them from adverse impacts from the wider environment.

Sustainable use areas
These are areas within the wider landscape focussed on the sustainable use of natural resources and
appropriate e€onomic activities, together with the maintenance of ecosystem services. Set up
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less hostile to wildlife, including sealfistaining populations of speciesathare dependent upon, or

at least tolerant of, certain forms of agriculture. There is overlap in the functions of buffer zones and
sustainable use areas, but the latter are less clearly demarcated than buffers, with a greater variety

of land uses.

Figue 1.The components of ecological networks (Making Space for Nature report)

The principles of creating coherent ecological networks have since been embedded within many

LX FYyYyAy3 FyR LRfAOe R20dzYSyiad ¢KS bl SNBKAODKDA
was published in 2011 reiterated a Government commitment to move from net biodiversity loss to

net gain, by recognising the importance of supporting healthy, -fuelttioning ecosystems and
establishing more coherent ecological networks.

The Natonal Planning and Policy Framework published in 2012 also includes the establishment and
conservation of a coherent ecological network as a core principle including:

The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures.
Local planning authorities should set out a strategic approach in their Local Plans, planning positively
for the creation, protection, enhancement and maeagent of networks of biodiversity and green
infrastructure.

To minimise impacts on biodiversity planning policies should identify and map components of the
local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of sites of importance for biodiversity, wildlife
corridors and stepping stones that connect them and areas identified by local partnerships for
habitat restoration or creation; and promote the preservation, restoration andreation of priority
habitats, ecological networks and the protection and neey of priority species populations.

On a national level Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Bed&smnvithin National Character area 62
Sandstone Ridge, a discontinuous ridge that rises sharplytfrergently rolling Cheshire Plain with

'
X Bl Wildlife Trust
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a high cover of sermmatural and plantation woodland compared to the surrounding landscape. More
locally the Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment of 2008 identifies recognisable patterns in the
landscape and clai$es the Cheshire Landscape into 20 broad Landscape Character Types (LCTs).
Different aspects such as geology, landform, soils, vegetation and landuse have been used to identify
character areas.

The assessment is intended to be used as a basis for ptaand the creation of future landscape
strategies as well as raising public awareness of landscape character and creating a sense of place.

The Landscape Character Assessment 2008 (map 1) identifies four recognisable character types
(LCTs) within the Tiven, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Neighbourhood planning area. These are
further refined and subdivided into Landscape Character Areas (LCAS):

Type 3- Sandstone FringeLCT
Type 5¢ Rolling Farmlan@LCT
Type 6¢ West Lowland Plain LCT
Type 7- East bwland Plain LCT

LCT Type 3Sandstone Fringe

Key Characteristics

Transitional zone between the high ground of the Sandstone Ridge and the surroundihgnigpw
landscape

Strong visual elements including the sandstone outcrops of Helsby Hill anadB&xsig
Extensive views across Cheshire and beyond to Merseyside, North Wales and Shropshire
Deciduous and mixed woodland on the steepest slopes

Remnants of acid grassland

Pasture and some arable on the flatter land

Fields enclosed by hedgerows and sommadstone walls

Combination of nucleated villages and dispersed farms and halls

LCT Type &Rolling Farmland

Key characteristics

Gently rolling and undulating topography, interspersed with streams

Irregular and semiegular small and medium fields (up tb&

Hedgerow boundaries and hedgerow trees

Numerous water bodieg mainly ponds created through marl pit digging

Low woodland density, mainly riparian

Unimproved grasslands

Medium settlement density combining nucleated centres and dispersed halls, facms et

A review ofLCAs and LCTs in 2016 will place Beeston Castle into LCA 2d Beeston Crag (Sandstone Ridge LCT2)
2

! NB@GASs 2F [/!'a YR [/ ¢a Ay Hnmc gAff NBYlIYS (KAaA
5). Two additional LCAs will be incorpadit Type 7a Tiverton and Tilstone (Rolling farmland LCT 7) and Type 15i Gowy
Valley (River valleys LCT 15).
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LCT Type 6West Lowland Plain

Key Characteristics

Flat and almost flat topography

Irregular and semiegular small and medium fields (up to 8ha) used mainly for pasture
Hawthorn hedgerow boundaries and hedgerow trees, mainly oak

Low density disperseskttlement

Low woodland cover

Black poplar trees

Large number small water bodies

Scattered species rich grasslands

LCT Type @East Lowland Plain

Key Characteristics

Flat and almost flat topography

Small to medium sized fields up to 8ha used for pasame arable farming.

Mainly hawthorn hedgerows and hedgerow trees, some mixed species hedgerows
Dispersed hamlets and Farms with predominantly low density and some nucleation
Intensive farming and large farm businesses

Large number of small water bodies

Scattered species rich grasslands

Riparian ancient woodlands and field sized coverts

Medieval moated sites

Between 1999 and 2003 the then Cheshire County Council were a partner wighinfehECOnet
Project. A project supported by the Lifsvironment Programme of the European Commission to
demonstrate in Cheshire and in EmiRamagna and Abruzzo (ltaly) how ecological networks can
help achieve more sustainable land use planning and agement, as well as overcome the
problems of habitat loss, fragmentation and species isolation.

The Econet study is an integrated vision of a Cheshire County Ecological Network of ecological
cohesion. The vision acts as a framework for nature conservatithe region by identifying areas of
strategic importance for wildlife. It is intended as a guideline for making decisions in local and
strategic planning in relation to biodiversity.

The 2003 study identified numerous core areas of key importancevilitife. It also identified
development areas which were assessed as having the greatest potential to contribute to the
viability of the core areas through habitat restoration and creation schemes. The aim of any future
work should be to expand the correas and to create habitat connectivity (wildlife corridors) in
order to create a robust ecological network in Cheshire. The guidance provided by the Econet
project has been incorporated into the conclusions of this report created for the Tiverton,nEilsto
Fearnall and Beestddeighbourhood Plan.
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The Econet maps have highlighted that the Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston area is an
important component of thecounty wideecological network. The central and southern regions of
the Neighbourhood Rhning area hold important grassland, woodland and wetland habitats with
good ecological connectivity to the south and northwest. These important habitat areas are mapped

Fd WO2NB NBFA F2NI gAfREAFSQ 6A0GKAY (KS / KSaKANE
I 2yySOGAY 3 (FRNI WOXNHE AIFNRY & NE w902y SiG KIoAGrdG f)
map. Habitat restoration along these links will enhance ecological connectivity between different

core wildlife areas within the county.

Creating a habitat distinctivenesmap

Ly fAYS GAGK OdaNNByid 5STFNI YSGK2R2ft23ASa G2 RSGS

the sources listed below was attributed to one of three categories listed in the table:

Habitat type band

Distinctiveness

Broad habitat type covezd

Colour on map

High High Priority habitat as defined inRed
section 41 of the NERC Act

Medium Medium Seminatural Orange

Low Low E.g. Intensive agricultural bin/a

may still form an important
part of the ecological
network in an area.

Habitat type lands (Defra March 2012)
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Four published data sets were used to produce the habitat distinctiveness maps.

Priority habitat Inventory, Natural England 204doded as high distinctiveness

Protected sites (including Special Areas of Conservation SAC,| Bpetdation Areas SPA, Ramsars,

Sites of Special Scientific Interest SSSI, Local Wildlife Sites LWS, Local Nature Reserves), Natural
England, CWT/CE Local Authogitgoded as high distinctiveness

Agricultural land classification Natural Englandrade 4 medium distinctiveness, grade 5 high
distinctiveness (adjusted where other data is available).

Landcover data Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 2007. Priority habitats (principal importance) and
seminatural habitats coded as medium distinctiveness (datagpendix 1)

In addition habitat data from recent planning applications in Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston
was used in the analysis.

Aerial photography (Microsoft Birldf Imagery) was used to validate the results by eye.

The Tiverton, Tilstond=earnall and Beeston NP area Land Character Assessment and Econet
categories were mapped and the results were used to inform the conclusions.

Priority habitatc Natural England 2014
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Land Cover Map 200(L.CM2007) is a parebhsed classificain of satellite image data showing
land cover for the entire United Kingdom derived from a computer classification of satellite
scenes obtained mainly from the Landsat sensor
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Protected sites for nature conservation, ihaling international, European, national and local

sites
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Indicative Wildlife Corridors

|

s Wildlife Trust

High distinctiveness habitat

This study has identified several major areas of high value (high distinctiveness) liakitat
Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston NP area. These are shown on map 7 and include eleven areas
designated as Local Wildlife Sites: Tilstone Wood and Mere, Tilstone Bank and Gowy Flushes,

2 Kl N2y Qa [ 201
NRE2]1K2f SkD2gesx

at Huxley, Tiverton Moss Wood.

NB I a

CdzNI KSNJ | 2F

dzy RSaA 3yl SR

WKA3IK

aSlR2gaz
. SSaitz2y

I'+adts

dzy RSaA3ayl 4G4SR
Crimes Brook, Beton Moss, Beeston Hall, Tilstone House and east of Brook Cottage, Wickson Lane.
These have been mapped as high distinctiveness habitat however some of these woodlands may be
secondary or plantation woodland and not necessarily priority habitat. Theranisarea of
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distinctiveness habitat are located close to Woodendhtand Tilstone Bank; these are likely to be

speciesiich grassland habitats.

Medium distinctiveness habitat
¢KAA&a addzRe KI a
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Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston NP area. Theselaown on map 7 (displayed as orange) and provide
important wildlife habitats in their own right as well as acting as ecological stepping stones and
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corridors. The majority of these areas are thought to be seatural or speciesich grassland. There

is a possibility that some of these areas have been undervalued and an ecological survey may
AYRAOIFIGS (KSé akKz2dAZ R 6S YFLIWSR 4 WKAIK RAaAGAYO
as red in map 7). Conversely there may be areas which have beevatned, particularly if recent
management has led to the deterioration of the habitat; in which case these areas should be
removed from the habitat distinctiveness map.

{SGSNI &t asSOlAizya 2F 2SGGSYyKIFff . NBR2JaQKIRAS diReSyiK
presence of riparian habitat. Riparian habitat of medium distinctiveness is also present on an
unnamed tributary of the Gowy, soutlvest of Brassey Green. The study has highlighted a
particularly high number of field ponds in the area to tharth of Brassey Green which have been

mapped as medium distinctiveness.

Notable habitats

The Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Neighbourhood Planning area has a relatively high cover
of wildlife habitat compared to other areas of lowthrCheshire. This is mainly due to extensive
areas of semnatural grassland and riparian habitat along the river Gowy and its tributaries. Much of
the important habitat is located on steep slopes of the river corridor or other areas difficult to farm.
Pooraccess and lower grade soils (such as those found on steep slopes) usually means that land is
less intensively farmed and as a consequence $&tiral habitat is able to persist. This is the
reason why the grade 4 agricultural land identified in map Eretates well with semnatural

habitats of medium or high distinctiveness.

The cover of semmatural woodland in the neighbourhood is generally low, although several
AAIAYATFAOLIYG odzi &aO0OFGGSNBR o6f2014a4 200dzNbod, i t Syy
. 8842y /1&aGtfsS FTYR {AYLHEA2YQad w2dz3KkC2E& 222R® t
Wood both host areas of ancient sematural woodland. Previous Local Wildlife Site surveys have

found that several of these important woodlands have problemsvititvasive species including
variegated yellow archangel, cherry laurel, giant hogweed and rhododendron, all of which can
severely impact the quality of the habitat.

Immediately to the south of the neighbourhood planning area lies Peckforton Wood SHecfal
Scientific Interest (SSSI) on the slopes of the Sandstone Ridge. This ancient sessile oak woodland is
particularly unusual and consequently important on a national scale. It supports notable populations

of Pied Flycatcher, Redstart and Wood Warblehese species are also likely to occasionally use the
adjacent blocks of woodland present in the sowmhst of the neighbourhood planning area.
Increasingly rare Common Lizards are present along the edge of Pennsylvania wood and on nearby
heathland area at Bickerton Hill.

In the far northeast corner of the neighbourhood planning area there are two important Local

Wildlife Sites which are located on peat. Tiverton Moss Wood LWS is a relict mire community which
now supports wet Alder woodland and Tuskdgedge. Tilstone Wood and Mere LWS supports rare
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Bog Myrtle and some veteran trees. There is some valuable habitat in the vicinity of these two sites
although they are poorly connected to other wildlife areas.

The area in the vicinity of Vale Road igljkto support valuable habitat including mature native
hedges and semmatural grassland. A traditional orchard is present in the grounds of Tilstone House.
Traditional orchards are increasingly rare and provide niche habitats for lichens, invertebsates a
well as wintering birds such as Fieldfare which feed on fallen fruit in the winter.

Wildlife corridors

Wildlife corridors are a key component of local ecological networks as they provide connectivity
between core areas of high wildlife value/distinctivess enabling species to move between them to
feed, disperse, migrate or reproduce. In conjunction with the results of the Econet analysis (2003)
this study has identified a wildlife corridor network (shown in map 8) with ecological connectivity
within andbeyond the Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Neighbourhood Planning area.

A main eastvest wildlife corridor runs through the centre of the area, broadly following the river
Gowy and the Shropshire Union Canal. Although the A41 cuts though thidocdhere is still likely

to be a degree of connectivity under the bridges for species such as amphibians, mammals, plants
and invertebrates. The road is less of a problem for birds, bats and other airborne species. Improving
ecological connectivity antiabitat quality in the vicinity of the bridges is highly recommended.
Further upstream on the Gowy (where it curves to the east of Beeston Castle) the riparian habitat is
poor quality, mainly due to more intensive farming methods and the lack of bufféwamtat to

protect the water course. This section has not been incorporated into the wildlife corridor.

This study has highlighted that the Crimes Brook provides ecological connectivity along the western
boundary of the parish by linking Pennsylvania \oBeckforton Wood SSSI with the river Gowy
corridor. Although Crimes Brook is culverted under a railway line close to the Bishop Bennet Way,
there is still likely to be some ecological connectivity for more mobile species. Furthermore the
Bishop Bennet Warailway bridge is also likely to provide a degree of ecological connectivity over
the railway line.

Beeston castle retains some ecological connectivity to the south via small blocks of woodland that
link the Peckforton Woods SSSI with Beeston Castlethisl could be improved by gapping up
hedges, particularly in the areas indicated on the wildlife corridor map.

Protection of the wildlife corridor and other high distinctiveness habitat

Map 8 shows an indicative boundary for the wildlife corridor; hosrethis is likely to require
refinement following detailed survey work. The corridor should be wide enough to protect the
valuable habitats identified in map 7 and for this reason we have incorporated a 15 metre buffer
zone around any high distinctivenebabitat. The buffer is necessary to help protect vulnerable
habitat from factors such as water and light pollution, predation by domestic pets, and invasive
garden species.

A 15m buffer zone is also appropriate for any land lying outside the corridoronketivat, following
an ecological appraisal, is subsequently found to be high distinctiveness priority habitat (this may
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currently be mapped as medium distinctiveness due to lack of information). Any potential
development proposals which are adjacent tdhigh distinctiveness habitat or a wildlife corridor
should demonstrate substantial mitigation and avoidance measures to lessen any impact on wildlife.
For example low spillage (bat sensitive) lighting should be recommended for use on the outside of
buildings or in caparks and along pathways. Surface drainage water from developed areas should
always be directed away from sensitive areas due to the risk of pollution unless the source of the
water is clean, such as rainwater collected from roofs. Sustaimaldtnage Schemes (SuDS) are
useful in providing additional wildlife habitat and preventing flooding, but they may still hold
polluted water so should not drain directly into existing wildlife habitat unless the filtration system is
extensive.

Not all setions of the wildlife corridor provide high quality habitat and measures to improve the
ability of the corridor to support the movement of species is desirable. Enhancement of the corridor
may be facilitated by opportunities arising through the planningcpss (e.g. S106 agreements,
biodiversity offsetting/compensation) or through the aspirations of the local community.

Medium distinctiveness habitat outside the wildlife corridors

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y (2 GKS WgAtREATFS O2medsInBiBoNdogy hasK S  dza .
ARSYUGAFASR TFdzNIKSNJ I NBFa 2F YSRAdzZY WKIOAGFG RAA
wildlife corridors, they nevertheless may provide important wildlife habitats acting as ecological
stepping stones. These areas imlg comprise serAnatural or speciesich grassland, important

hedgerows and ponds.

Hedgerows in the landscape are important as they increase the permeability of the landscape for
wildlife, as well as providing important habitat in their own right. Hedgvs with native trees such

as oak are especially valuable. Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston still have some good networks
of hedgerows, many with mature trees. Several of the good hedgerows are associated with small
irregular shaped fields and ceequently also contribute greatly to the landscape character and
historical value of the area.

Old meadows supporting specigsh grassland are the fastest disappearing habitats in the UK.

These grasslands are particularly important for pollinating itssend insectivorous birds and
YEYYLf&ad LG A& SEGNBYStEE AYLRNIIyYyG (KIFIG GKS KA3
thoroughly evaluated in the development control process. If they are found to support speaties
grassland they shouldbe-cf  3aAFASR a4 WKAIK RAAGAYOUGAGBSYySaaQ
and they should not be built on (as stipulated in the Local Plan and the NPPF). In order to achieve no
YySi t2aaQ 2F 0A2RAGSNEAGES O2 Y L#Slgstd develdpfheny @ 6 S
when avoidance and mitigation strategies have been applied in line with the guidance set out in the

local plan.

To the northwest of the NP area there is a particularly large concentration of ponds that extends
beyond the parish bowtary. These are likely to be old marl pits that were dug to provide a source of
fertiliser to spread on the surrounding fields. Although ponds are a common feature of the Cheshire
countryside this high density over such a wide area is unusual. If thes@yacadequately buffered
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from high inputs of modern fertilisers it is likely that they will support good populations of
amphibians, aquatic invertebrates and a varied wetland flora.

The important wildlife habitat in Tiverton, Tilstone Featald Beeston is mainly associated with

the watercourses, semmatural grasslands, woodlands, hedgerows and ponds, all of which provide
SO2t23A0Ft O2yySOUGAQGAGE GAGKAY GKS f1 yRaOlILISP ¢K
KAIK RAaG(GaBHIA OSYySaaqQ K

By attributing habitat distinctiveness values to different land parcels this study should be used as a

guide for future decisions regarding planning policy and development control. We strongly
recommend that further (phase 1) habitat survey woskundertaken at the appropriate time of

@8SIENE AYy LI NIHAOdZ N 2 @GSNAFe GKIG WYSRA-dzZY RAA
valued. This is especially important if adjacent land is to be developed.

Most notably the analysis has identifiedvaldlife corridor network (incorporating a 15m buffer
zone) which largely follows the courses of the Gowy and its tributaries, encompassing connected
habitats including semiatural grasslands, woodland and hedgerows.

In accordance with the guidance rétgy to ecological networks set out in the NPPF, we recommend
that the wildlife corridor network is identified in the Neighbourhood Plan and protected from
development. If new areas of high distinctiveness habitat are subsequently identified these should
also be protected by a 15 metre natevelopable buffer zone.

Any future development of sites adjacent to high distinctiveness habitat or a wildlife corridor should
be able demonstrate substantial mitigation and avoidance measures to lessen any poteptiatsm
on wildlife.

To summarise, future development of Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston villages should respect

the natural environment. The most intact landscapes, in terms of biodiversity, landform and
historical/cultural associations should bealued highly when planning decisions are made.

t NPGSOUOAZ2Y YR SYyKFEYOSYSYilG 2F ¢A@PSNI2Y>S ¢Afadzy:
importance for nature conservation and ecosystem services but it is also important for the
enjoyment of fuure generations.

Following adoption of the neighbourhood plan CWT advises that the following recommendations
should be actioned:
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1. Improve the quality2 ¥ G KS WgAf REATS O2NNAR2NI ySig2N] Q §
selection criteria
tKS WHATREAFS O2NNAR2NI ySGé2N1 Q ARSYUGAFASR AYy Y
for Local Wildlife Site selection. These areas should betedles Local Wildlife Sites if the criteria
are met, as LWS status is likely to provide a greater level of protection within the planning system.

tKS ATt REATS O2NNRR2N aK?2wApievided Beediny, fordint @l dzNJ 6 f
commuting habita for the species that live there. Ideally it should be surveyed by a qualified
ecologist and management recommendations should be implemented where this is possible.
Management work may include measures to control invasive species, particularly in tiemtanc
woodlands and along the river banks. All seraiural grassland should be cut or grazed each year to

maintain its wildlife value, and hedgerows that form part of the wildlife corridor should be restored

as a priority.

2. Protect, enhance and connect ass of high/medium value which lie outside the wildlife corridor
Opportunities should be explored to restore or create more wildlife friendly habitat especially where
connectivity with other areas of valuable habitat can be achieved or where valuablecaiteke
buffered. Larger areas of better connected habitat support larger and healthier species populations
and help prevent local extinctions.

Ways to enhance connections or to buffer sites may include restoring hedgerows, creating low
maintenance fieldnargins and sowinpcally source8iwildflower meadows. Woodland expansion is
desirable; however tree planting should only occur on speptes (low value) grasslands.
Professional advice shoutdwaysbe sought when creating new habitat.

3. Phase 1 hab#t mapping
It is strongly recommended that the Tiverton, Tilstone Fearnall and Beeston Neighbourhood
Planning area is phase 1 habitat mapped. This will provide a high level of detail and could be used to
verify the results of the habitat distinctiveness ppang (map 7). Phase 1 mapping may identify
further areas of medium or high distinctiveness (priority) habitat. Areas identified as having medium
value habitat in this report should be targeted for survey as a priority. Phase 1 mapping should also
be usedo determine the exact position of the wildlife corridor network.

¢tKS RSFTAYAGARZY 27F WFI @2dz2NF 60t S O2yRAGAZ2YQ F2NJ [ 2(

Cheshire Wildlife Trust can provide advicelacelly sourced wildflower meadow creation.
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Appendix 1

Habitats, LCM2007 classes® and Broad Habitat subclasses for LCM2007 CEH

LCM2007 class LCM2007 class Broad Habitat Broad Habitat
number sub-class habitat Score
sub-class
code
Broadleaved 1 Deciduous D Medium
woodland
Recent (<10yrs) Dn Medium
Mixed M Medium
Scrub Sc Medium
6Coni fer 2 Conifer C Low
Wood!| anq
Larch Cl Low
Recent (<10yrs) Cn Low
Evergreen E Low/Medium
Felled Fd Medium
6 Arledand 3 Arable bare Aba Low
Horti cul
6Ar abl e 3 Arable Unknown Aun Low
Horti cul
Unknown non- Aun Low
cereal
Orchard @] Medium
Arable barley Aba Low
Arable wheat Aw Low
Arable stubble Ast Low
Improved 4 Improved Gi Low
Gr ass| an grassland
Ley Gl Low
Hay Gh Low
LCM2007 class LCM2007 class Broad Habitat Broad Habitat
number sub-class habitat Score
sub-class
code
b2 KrFroAdld ad2NBa

KAIKSNI GKI'Yy WYSRAdZY RAAGAYOGA D!
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Rough 5 Rough / Gr Low/Medium
Grassland unmanaged
grassland
6Neutr a 6 Neutral Gn Medium
Gr assl| an
6 deareous 7 Calcareous Gc Medium
Gr assl| an
Acid Grassland 8 Acid Ga Medium
Bracken Br Medium
60Fen, Mar 9 Fen / swamp F Medium
Swamp o6
Heather 10 Heather & dwarf H Medium
shrub
Burnt heather Hb Medium
Gorse Hg Medium
Dry heath Hd Medium
Heather 11 Heather grass Hga Medium
grassland
6Bogbd 12 Bog Bo Medium
Blanket bog Bb Medium
Bog (Grass Bg Medium
dom.)
Bog (Heather Bh Medium
dom.)
6Mont an 13 Montane Z Medium
Habitat habitats
I nl and R 14 Inland rock Ib Medium
Despoiled land ud Medium
Salt water 15 Water sea Ws Medium
Water estuary We Medium
Freshwater 16 Water flooded Wi Medium
Water lake WI Medium
Water River Wr Medium
LCM2007 class LCM2007 class Broad Habitat Broad Habitat
number sub-class habitat Score
sub-class
code
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0 S u plittaal 17 Supra littoral Sr Medium?
Roc ko6 rocks
0 S u plittaal 18 Sand dune Sd Medium
Sedi ment
Sand dune with Sds Medium
shrubs
Shingle Sh Medium?
Shingle Shv Medium
vegetated
6Littora 19 Littoral rock Lr Medium
Littoral rock / Lra Medium
algae
Littoral 20 Littoral mud Lm Medium
sediment
Littoral mud / Lma Medium
algae
Littoral sand Ls Medium
Saltmarsh 21 Saltmarsh Sm Medium
Saltmarsh Smg Medium
grazing
Urban 22 Bare Ba Low
Urban ] Low
Urban industrial Ui Low
Suburban 23 Urban suburban Us Low
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Appendix 2

Ly 2NRSNJ F2NJ+ [20Fft 2AfREAFTS {AGS (G2 6S NBO2N
should be met:

The conservation features for which te#e has been selected are clearly documented.

There is documented evidence of a management plan/management scheme/advisory document
which is sufficiently targeted to maintain or enhance the above features.

The management requirements set out in the docurhare being met sufficiently in order to
maintain the above features. This should be assessed at 5 year intervals (minimum) and recorded
YWy2i 1y26yQ AF GKS AYyGSNBIFt Aa INBFGSNI GKFY p
The Local Sites Partnership has verified the above evidence.
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APPENDIX8FOOTPATHS AND PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

(INCLUDING THE SANDSTONE TRAIL)

Public Rights of Way Network in Beeston, Tiverton and ;
Tilstone Fearnall Neighbourhood Area -
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APPENDIXdKEY VIEWPOINTS and Locations Map

Number Description

1 From Tilston Bank Lane looking west to Beeston Torr

2 From Pudding Lane (pond at south end), looking south to Beeston
Torr

3 From Shropshire Union Canal at Stone Lock, looking west towards

Iron Lock and Beeston Brook

4 From Castle View Cottages (at centre of Tiverton Village), looking
west towards Stocks Bank and the Methodist Chapel

5 From "Four Winds" Moss Lane, looking NW towards Beeston Torr

6 From junction of Crimes Lane and Wickson Lane, looking east to
Beeston Torr
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View 1

View 2
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View 4
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View 5

View 6
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View Locations
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APFENDIX & STONE STILES

A characteristic of the footpaths in this area of Cheshire is the stone stile. It consists of two
leaning sandstone posts with slots on their interior faces to take three horizontal wooden bars.
The heavy sandstone slabs are suped at about 30 degrees to the vertical by smaller slabs
beneath the leaning side that serve as props. Often there will be a base slab to ensure a firm
footing when starting to climb over the horizontal bars.

Tiverton seems to have the largest numbertbése stiles with seven in use in the parish a
decade ago. Over the last 20 years, three have completely disappeared (FP6 by the canal, FP19
on the parish boundary with Tilstone Fearnall and Pudding Lane end of FP5). Regrettably, this
seems to have happed as a result of improvement programmes to footpaths in the area where
both stiles, in a state of some deterioration, have been replaced by a standard wooden stile and
the sandstone subsequently removed.

Later replacement of the wooden stiles around1P0by metal kissing gates at several of the
better preserved stone stiles has resulted in removal of the wooden rungs, eg FP20 at Townfield
Lane and FP1.

The remaining 7 sandstone stiles can be found on:

A: FP1 (A49 to Tilstone Fearnall)
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B: FP 15 (Mlayby)
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D:, E:;, F: FP 20 Townfield Lane to The Bitham (there are three on this path)

G: FP 7 Redhill Cottages to Sandstone Trail (a single upright remains hidden within the hedge
and some distance north from the wden stile that replaced it)

There are examples in nearby parishes e.g., on Peckforton 6 (back of Elephant and Castle) and
Tarporley 10 (up to Hill Farm)
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